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Kentucky’s University
EKU grads contribute to the Commonwealth’s economy by working in Kentucky
after graduation. 75% of EKU degree holders are employed in Kentucky after
graduation, the highest percentage of all public four-year institutions in the
state. That includes:
●
●
●
●

82%* of associate’s degree holders (#1 in Kentucky)
62%* of bachelor’s degree holders (tied #1 in Kentucky)
79%* of graduate degree holders (#1 in Kentucky)
Many graduates serve in positions vital to local quality of life, such as
first responders and other safety professionals; teachers and school
administrators; and many types of healthcare professionals. Graduates
of EKU’s popular nursing programs are often employed in medically
underserved counties in Eastern Kentucky.

* Source: Kentucky Center for Education and Workforce Statistics, 2018 postsecondary feedback report.
Data includes solely public, 4-year university graduates who are employed in Kentucky.
kystats.ky.gov, kcews.ky.gov

EKU Serves Kentucky
Most of our students grow up in Kentucky and work here after graduation. We are proud of our legacy of empowering Kentuckians who, in turn,
improve Kentucky communities.
●
●
●
●
●
●

PROVIDING OPPORTUNITY: 67% of EKU graduates are low-income, first-generation, or both.
EDUCATING KENTUCKIANS: Nearly 90% of EKU undergraduate students are Kentucky residents.
CREATING CHANGE: More than 40% of students will be the first in their families to 90% earn a college degree.
SUPPORTING CHOICE: Nearly 100 degree programs and dozens of concentrations allow students to choose their best path.
KENTUCKY EMPLOYMENT: 75% of EKU degree holders go back to work in Kentucky.
FOCUSING ON QUALITY: EKU is one of only three institutions in the U.S. to receive the 2014 Council for Higher Education Accreditation
award for outstanding institutional practice with regard to student learning outcomes.

Model Laboratory School
EKU’s Model Lab School provides a top-quality education
while maintaining fiscal efficiency. Neither the state nor
Madison County provide any funds for capital outlay.
Therefore, no money is available to budget for capital outlay.
The per pupil expenditure for Model Lab School students is
$10,249.
This amount is:
●
●
●

Less than the state average.
Less than Madison County’s average.
Less than comparable, high-performing districts.

Model Laboratory School
SEEK Funding:
SEEK Funding

$2,284,238.00

Special Education SEEK

$315,520.00

Less Power Equalization

- $290,099.00

Less Administrative Fee

- $5,000.00

Less Early Graduation Reduction

-

Total SEEK Allocation

$2,304,659.00

Common Goals
STATEWIDE STRATEGIC AGENDA
Opportunity: Ensure postsecondary education is broadly
accessible and affordable to all Kentucky residents, students have
college-going resources/support, and students are academically
prepared
Success: Enable more people to complete college certificates
and degrees with the skills and abilities to be productive, engaged
citizens
Impact: Strengthen postsecondary education’s ability to advance
new knowledge and research, improve communities, increase
educational attainment, and produce a well-educated,
highly-skilled workforce

Retention and Graduation
10% increase since 2008
in 4-year graduation rates (33.55%)

10% increase since 2008
in 5-year graduation rates (46.96%)

9% increase since 2008
in 6-year graduation rates (51.34%)

5% increase since 2008
in freshman retention rates (73.2%*)
*Unofficial 2017-18 data

Degrees that work
EKU awarded 3,884 degrees in 2017-18, an increase of 27% in the last
10 years.
Degrees awarded to low-income students have increased by 57% over
the last 8 years.
Degrees awarded to underrepresented minorities have more than
doubled in the last 10 years.
STEM-H degrees are up nearly 77% in the last 10 years and the number
of freshmen enrolling in STEM disciplines is up significantly.
The Performance Funding Formula indicates that EKU is outperforming
expectations on the degrees metric, and is one of only three
comprehensives earning more than the contribution on this component.

Student Success is our Mission
EKU gives Colonels all the tools they need to be successful in the classroom and in life.
For example, EKU’s Student Success Center is a one-stop shop that answers any question for any student who walks in — no
appointment needed.

25,000 VISITS
The Student Success Center is on track for its 25,000th visit by the end of Fall 2018.
Each visit is a chance to work with students one on one to solve their problems, whether they need tutoring help, study tips, financial
aid advice or anything else.

21st CENTURY SKILLS
EKU is known for its practical degree programs, which teach essential skills that are responsive to the needs of a global economy. For
example, our professional flight program prepares students for a world that is drastically short on commercial pilots, and our
nationally-recognized game design program prepares the next generation of electronic entertainment creators. However, EKU doesn’t
just teach students what to think, but how to think critically, collaborate, communicate and be creative.

Mentorship in Action
“Thanks to EKU and my mentor, Dr. Lindsey Calderon, I was
able to participate in hands-on research on the effectiveness
of a potentially lifesaving new cancer treatment, which was
developed by two EKU professors, and present my findings
at conferences. I have gotten to do a lot of things that most
students don’t get to do until post-grad. It’s been a really fun
ride. I have been very lucky.”
— Aggie Williams
EKU chemistry major, McNair Scholar

Academic Distinction
EKU offers approximately 100 degree programs at all levels,
some nationally prominent, including:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Psychology
Aviation
Criminal Justice
General Studies
Forensic Science
Elementary and Middle-grade Education
General Studies
Fire Protection Administration
Occupational Safety
Music
Computer Science
Homeland Security
Sport Management
General Business
Social Work
Biology

EKU is:
●

●

●

●
●

Named among the Top 125 STEM Colleges
and Universities in U.S. for 2015 by Victory
Media.
Ranked in the Top Tier of Southern regional
universities by US News and World Report for
7 consecutive years
Ranked second nationally in 2015 and third
in 2016 in the “Best for Vets” survey by Military
Times.
Named one of “America’s Top Colleges” for 9
consecutive years by Forbes .
Ranked first among Kentucky colleges and
universities offering online degrees, according
to Affordable Colleges Online.

EKU Grads work in almost every Kentucky Industry
77%
Education
Three years after graduation, we
are first among all public
universities at 77%.

62%
Social and Behavior
Sciences & Human
Services
Three years after graduation, we are first
among all public institutions at 62%.

65%
Business &
Communication
Three years after graduation, we are first
among all public universities at 65%.

75%
Health
Three years after graduation,
we are second among all
public universities at 75%.

61%
Arts &
Humanities
Three years after graduation,
we are first among all public
universities at 61%.

53% (STEM)
Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math
Seven years after graduation, we are
first among public universities at 53%.

EKU’s Response
EKU established the Budget Advisory Committee in
Fall 2017 to address internal and external budget
factors that were expected to have a nearly $25 Million
impact on the University’s operating budget in the
biennium
●

●

●

A committee made up of faculty and staff
collected input from across the University
through unit meetings, open forums, surveys,
and individual communication with committee
members
All areas of the University participated by
submitting proposals for budget cuts within
their areas
The committee worked with each unit to
develop a final set of strategies that would have
a $25 million impact on the budget over the
biennium

Key Strategies
●

●
●
●
●
●

Increased Revenue: new online bachelor’s
degrees in Criminal Justice,Business
Administration, Communication Studies and
Sports Management
Elimination of vice president and other
administrative positions
Athletics reversion to pre-FBS bid level
Closure of the regional campus in Danville
Employee reduction: 96 filled positions, 57
vacant positions, and 37 RTP-partial lines
Academic Program Suspension: 12 degree
programs, two certificates, four minors, and
three concentrations

Performance Funding
EKU performed well in nearly every component of the funding formula and earned an additional $3.4 million through the
performance funding allocation.
●
●
●

EKU gained funding through over-performance in the areas of Student Success, Credit Hour Share, and Institutional
Support Share.
Within the student success criteria, EKU gained funding for its share of bachelor’s degrees awarded, low income
degrees awarded, and student progression to 30 hours.
Although EKU performed according to the criteria set and gained over $3 million, the overall allocation was down
$856,200 due to the 6.25% enacted cut.

RECOMMENDATIONS
1.
2.
3.

Sector differentiation
Pension obligation as a mandated program
Extended stop loss phase-in with slower
increases toward 100%

Questions?

www.eku.edu

